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(54) Tifle: FISHING SINKER 
(57) Abstract 

A fishing sinker made of metal coated with a material which is resistant to water and which material has a mechanical strength such 
that the sinker is substantially protected from delivering material to the water, when in use. Such a sinker limits the amount of metal 
introduced to the marine environment by chemical processes and rather is coated in a material which can be impregnated with fish oils or 
other such substances which attract fish. 
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FISHING SINKER 

This invention relates to fishing sinkers which are covered in 
some protective coating intended to minimise environmental 
damage from such sinkers and in particular to such sinkers 
coated in rubber or plastic. 

The most common form of fish sinkers are those composed of 
lead however it has been discovered that lead molecules, 
through various chemical reactions, can be released into the 
water which can lead to a build up of lead in the water where 
fishing occurs. 

This conseguently leads to the accumulation of lead in fish 
which feed in the polluted environment and ultimately there is 
a danger that lead poisoning can occur in people who eat the 
fish. 

While this may not appear to be a significant problem as yet 
in oceans it is guite possible that in enclosed lakes, bays 
and other waterways lead pollution could accumulate and this 
is a form of pollution to which young children in particular 
have been found to be susceptible. 

Given that the environmental effects of ordinary lead sinkers 
are a cause for concern the major object of this invention is 
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to provide a sinker which is coated with a protective covering 
thus minimising or overcoming the above stated problem. 

While any appropriate type of covering could be used it is 
preferred in this invention that either a rubber or plastic 
coating be used. 

The invention in its broadest sense comprises a fishing sinker 
made of metal coated with a material which is resistant to 
water and which material has a mechanical strength such that 
the sinker is substantially protected from delivering material 
to the water, when in use. 



The sinkers can be of a multitude of shapes and sizes and can 
be either single or used in combination with other sinkers. 
In addition it is envisaged that the coating material can be 
coloured with iridescent colours or such although the precise 
colours chosen are not germane to the invention. 

It is however a desired feature of a preferred embodiment of 
the invention that the coating material be capable of being 
impregnated with natural or artificial fish oils or any 
combination thereof. A rubber coating can be particularly 
successful in this regard although various synthetic products 
both smooth or meshed can provide for the impregnation of such 
oils. 
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The basic requirement for the metal coated sinker is that it 
needs to be coated with an impervious material which is both 
water resistant and appropriately durable to prevent it from 
being damaged if and when it is dragged along rocks and other 
debris when in use. 

The impervious material which the metal sinker could be coated 
with may in a preferred embodiment be a plastic resin or latex 
or synthetic rubber. 

If the impervious material is a plastic resin, a method of 
placing the resin onto the metal sinker would be to dip the 
sinker into a molten solution of the plastic resin and allow 
the coating to cool. 

If the impervious material is latex or synthetic rubber, a 
method of placing the resin onto the metal sinker would be to 
dip the sinker into liquid latex or synthetic rubber, draining 
the excess latex or synthetic rubber and allowing it to dry. 
This process being repeated until several layers are attached 
to the sinker, producing an appropriate covering. 

It is also envisaged that the metal sinker could first be 
coated with some adhesive material prior to the above 
described processes being carried out. 
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The impervious metal sinker can come in a multitude of shapes 
and sizes, the most common being a sphere through which there 
are small apertures to allow the fishing line to be attached, 
though sinkers the shape of cubes or pyramids as well as a 
host of other polyhedrons could also be produced. 

The sinkers could also come in a variety of sizes which would 
be appropriate for the particular fishing activity undertaken, 
a larger sinker being needed for thicker fishing line when one 
is undertaking to catch larger aquatic creatures, a thinner 
line and thus smaller sinker being required when one is 
attempting to catch smaller aquatic creatures. 

The metal sinker could also come in a single or combination of 
iridescent colours to attract the attention of aquatic 
creatures . 

A further aspect of the invention relates to the fact that the 
sinker with the impervious coating is capable of being 
impregnated with natural or artificial fish oils or any 
combination thereof, which when placed in the water will be 
released thus acting as a berley. 

Conventional fishing sinkers are either attached directly to a 
fishing line through some eye or other device however other 
sinkers are designed for the line to pass through them. It is 
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envisaged also that there will be an embodiment of the 
invention in which the hole through such sinkers is also 
coated however as this is usually a small part of the surface 
area of a sinker such an embodiment is presumably less 
environmentally necessary. 

The essence of this invention is that there is provided a 
fishing sinker whose surface area is coated in a material 
which will prevent chemical dissociation of the metal, usually 
lead, products into the water which fish inhabit. This sinker 
is available in any variety of shapes or colours, such that it 
can exhibit some of the features of a lure, and its preferred 
coating can be impregnated with oils or other compounds which 
attract fish. 
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We claim: 

1 . A fishing sinker made of metal coated with a material 
which is resistant to water and which material has a 
mechanical strength such that the sinker is substantially 
protected from delivering material to the water, when in 
use. 

2. A fishing sinker as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the sinker 
may be of any required shape and any required size. 

3. A fishing sinker as claimed in either of claim 1 or claim 
2 having different shapes and the coatings being of 
different colours. 

4. A fishing sinker as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 
wherein the coating is of natural rubber. 

5. A fishing sinker as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 
wherein the coating is of a synthetic rubber or some 
other plastic or synthetic material. 

6. A fishing sinker, as claimed in any preceding claim being 
capable of being impregnated with natural or artificial 
fish oils or any combination thereof. 
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7. A method of making a coated metal sinker comprising 
placing a coating onto the metal sinker by dipping the 
sinker into a molten solution of a plastic resin and 
allow the coating to cool. 

8. A method of making a coated metal sinker comprising 
placing a coating onto the metal sinker by dipping the 
sinker into liquid latex or other soluble material, 
draining the excess latex or other soluble material, 
allowing it to dry, and repeating this process until the 
coating is of the required thickness. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the coating of the 
sinker is subsequently cured. 

10. A method as claimed in either claim 8 or claim 9 wherein 
an adhesive or the like is placed on the sinker before 
the coating process. 
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